
TOWN OF ROUND TOP, TEXAS 
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-054 

SIGN REGULATIONS 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ROUND TOP, TEXAS, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING SIGNS WITHIN 
THE TOWN LIMITS AND EXTRA-TERRITORIAL 
JURISDICTION; PROVIDING FOR SCOPE, DEFINITIONS, 
EXEMPTIONS, DEFENSES, PROHIBITIONS, CONFLICTS 
OF TERMS, AND FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR 
APPLICATIONS, ISSUANCE, AND REVOCATION OF SIGN 
PERMITS; APPEALS, VARIANCES, CLASSIFICATIONS OF 
SIGNS, NONCONFORMING SIGNS, CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROTECTIONS, OFFENSES, PENAL TIES, REMEDIES, 
CUMULATIVE REMEDIES, NO ELECTION OF REMEDIES, 
NON-WAIVER BY NONENFORCEMENT, PERFORMANCE 
BY THE TOWN, AND NON-WAIVER OF IMMUNITY; AND 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE, SEVERANCE CLAUSE, 
AND EFFECTIVE DATE. 

* * * * 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Round Top, Texas finds that: (1) 
the unregulated construction of signs within the corporate boundaries of the Town of 
Round Top and the extra-territorial jurisdiction of the Town of Round Top, Texas can 
present structural hazards to the health and safety of the public; (2) the unregulated 
placement of signs can present impediments and dangers to traffic along public streets, 
highways, and sidewalks; (3) sign regulations promote and enhance the efficient and 
safe use of public streets, highways, and sidewalks;(4) sign regulations help maintain 
and enhance the aesthetic environment both within the Town limit and the extra-
territorial jurisdiction of the Town of Round Top and the Town's ability to attract sources 
of economic development and growth by reducing the visual blight caused by 
unregulated signs; (5) sign regulations minimize the possible adverse effect signs have 
on nearby public and private properties; (6) the unregulated use of off- premise signs 
results in the proliferation of signs, adversely impacts the aesthetic environment and 
leads to the diminution in values of adjacent properties; (7) portable signs present 
special traffic hazards when towed on public streets and highways or displayed on the 
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public right-of-way and present dangers to the health and safety of the citizens because 
of their propensity to be blown about if not properly anchored; and (8) sign regulations 
are necessary to promote the general health, safety, and welfare of the public; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and determination of the Town Council of the Town 
of Round Top, Texas that the regulations in this ordinance be and are the minimum 
necessary and least burdensome to accomplish the purposes stated; and 

WHEREAS, the County of Fayette, Texas does not have signage regulations 
that apply to the un-incorporated area of Fayette County; and 

WHEREAS, The Town Council of the Town of Round Top, Texas has no 
present Ordinance that is in conflict with this ordinance, this ordinance will remain in full 
effect until superseded by any other ordinance adopted by the Town Council of the Town 
of Round Top, Texas. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
OF ROUND TOP, TEXAS: 
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TOWN OF ROUND TOP SIGN REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 
Sec. 1. - Administration. 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the health, safety, and 

welfare of the public. It is the Town's intent to achieve this goal by enacting a
comprehensive system of reasonable, effective, consistent, content-neutral, and 
nondiscriminatory standards and requirements for all signs within the Town and 
its Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ET J). It is further determined that the provisions of
this Ordinance cannot achieve the end result desired unless the community
voluntarily cooperates in upholding these provisions.

With these concepts in mind, this Ordinance is adopted to enable the fair and 
consistent enforcement of these sign regulations and in part to achieve the
following purposes:

(1) Safety. To preserve and protect the public health, safety, and welfare of
the citizens of the Town of Round Top and to improve pedestrian and 
traffic safety, by providing that signs do not: 

(i) Create a hazard due to collapse, fire, decay or abandonment;

(ii) Obstruct firefighting or police observation ability;

(iii) Create traffic hazards by confusing or distracting pedestrians or
motorists;

(iv) Become obstacles that hinder the ability of pedestrians, bicyclists
or motorists to read traffic signs; or 

(v) Become obstacles that hinder free passage to pedestrians,
bicyclists or motorists.

(2) Communications efficiency. To promote the efficient transfer of
information in sign messages provided that:

(i) Those signs which provide public safety messages and 
information are given priorities;

(ii) Businesses and services can identify themselves;

(iii) Customers and other persons can locate a business or service;

(iv) No person or group is arbitrarily denied the use of the sight lines
from the public rights-of-way for communication purposes;

(v) Persons exposed to signs are not overwhelmed by the number
of messages presented and are able to exercise freedom of
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choice to observe or pay no attention to such messages, 
according to the observer's purpose; and 

(vi) The right of free speech is preserved and exercised through the
use of signs.

(3) Landscape quality and preservation. To maintain and enhance the
aesthetic environment and the appearance of the streetscape which
affects the image of the Town of Round Top, to enhance Town's ability
to attract sources of economic development and growth and to protect
property values, the local economy, and the quality of life, by providing
that signs:

(i) Do not interfere with scenic views;

(ii) Do not create a nuisance to persons using the public rights-of-
way; 

(iii) Do not create a nuisance to occupants of adjacent and
contiguous property by their brightness, size, height, or
movement;

(iv) Are not detrimental to land or property values;

(v) Do not contribute to visual blight or clutter; and 

(vi) Are similar in construction materials and style as that of the
structure or tract of land to which they pertain and to neighboring
structures, as well as the Town at-large.

(b) Authority. The provisions of this Code are adopted pursuant to V.T.C.A., Local
Government Code ch. 216 and the Town's Authority as a general law
municipality. Notwithstanding any other provision of this ordinance, no sign legally
erected shall be required to be relocated, reconstructed or removed except in 
compliance with V.T.C.A., Local Government Code ch. 216. 

(c) First Amendment Rights. This Code shall not be construed, applied, interpreted
nor enforced in a manner to violate the First Amendment rights of any person,
and the Building Official shall seek the advice and recommendation of the Mayor
and City Attorney prior to taking any action to enforce any provision of this
Ordinance with respect to any non-commercial sign on private property.

(d) Applicability-Effect

(1) A sign may not be erected, constructed, placed, painted, created,
enlarged, moved, or converted within the Town of Round Top or its
extraterritorial jurisdiction except in compliance with the standards,
procedures, exemptions, and other requirements of this Ordinance.
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(2) The Town Council may designate special sign regulations that apply to 
certain districts or overlays, such as would be appropriate for major
corridors, urban environments, or historic downtowns. In those instances,
the sign regulations of those special areas apply in addition to this
Ordinance.

(3) The intent of this Ordinance as more specifically set forth herein, is to: 

(i) Provide functional flexibility, encourage variety, and create an 
incentive to relate signing to basic principles of good design;

(ii) Provide an improved visual environment for the citizens of, and 
visitors to, the Town of Round Top; 

(iii) Establish a permit system to allow a variety of types of signs in 
non-residential areas, and a limited variety of signs in other
areas, subject to the standards and the permit procedures of this
Ordinance;

(iv) Allow certain signs that are small, unobtrusive, and incidental to 
the principal use of the respective lots on which they are located,
subject to the substantive requirements of this Ordinance, but
without requirements for permits; and 

(v) Provide cost recovery measures supporting the administration
and enforcement of this Ordinance.

(4) Due to the unique service nature of government owned and occupied
facilities, in addition to the development costs being a public burden, such
facilities may meet the spirit and intent of the regulations contained herein
to the extent possible and are not expected to strictly comply.

(e) Permit Required

(1) Permit required. No sign, other than those exceptions listed in this
section, or Section 4 shall be erected, constructed, placed, painted,
replaced, repaired, attached, enlarged, moved, converted, altered
(including face changes), or secured to the ground, any building, or any
structure, until a permit for such sign has been issued by the Town. The
Building Official shall approve or deny an application for a sign permit
within 30 days of the Town's receipt of a complete application. A permit
will be issued if a proposed sign conforms to all Town ordinances and the
associated fee has been paid. The Town will not issue a new sign permit
for property where illegal signs or sign violations exist. Each individual
sign on a site must receive a permit to be installed, unless otherwise
exempted in this Ordinance.
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